Scleritis as the initial clinical manifestation of graft-versus-host disease after allogenic bone marrow transplantation.
To describe a case of scleritis with choroidal detachment as the initial clinical manifestation of graft-versus-host disease after allogenic bone marrow transplantation. Interventional case report. Review of clinical records. A 50-year-old man developed symptoms of mild dry eye syndrome 20 days after receiving a one-antigen-mismatched allogenic bone marrow transplant. Five days later, he developed orbital pain, moderate visual loss, and a sterile orbital abscess on the left side. The orbital inflammatory collection was drained, and symptoms improved. On day 41 after bone marrow transplantation, the patient developed severe ocular pain and scleral thickening with secondary choroidal detachment and glaucoma in the right eye. The patient had no systemic signs of graft-versus-host disease at this time. The ocular symptoms and signs responded remarkably well to intravenous corticosteroids. Six months after bone marrow transplantation, while receiving low-dose oral methylprednisolone, the patient developed a skin rash. A biopsy of the involved skin confirmed the diagnosis of graft-versus-host disease. Scleritis can be the initial clinical manifestation of graft-versus-host disease after allogenic bone marrow transplantation.